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trath of matters 
yet I am not here- 


beard and ” an without 
any borrowed :Ornl IT do 
eaſily foreſee ho many will be 


end) ip; But this 
Noble Lord: hi why, elf not only re- 
leaſed me from all ohirien of 
this kind, when I waited on him 
in his laſt. Sickneſs, a s few VI 
before he'died, but 'oave it- 
Charge not to ſpar e him in any 
thi ng w vich'l thoug ht mi 'oht be 
of uſe to the Linkig\ .. and was 
not ill pleaſed to\ be laid open, 
as well in the worſt as in the beſt 
end by part of his life, being 
re in his Repentance, that 
he was not whwilling to take 
ſhame ' to himſelf , © by fuſfering 
his Faults to 'be expoſed for the 
begefikx t of others. = 


 44' Tmiite 


touched th em 4s te :derly 


oe this port . 


pres with. 4 im, wiſhj ug gr 
that they. themſeluves re fiecting 


on. the ſenſe.be had of his for 
iforders, may be the reh o ed to 


It, 1 7 relate 
nothi ng 


EZ 


Oc Cawn' 1 ha fy 


7 hu 0 me, "that. it had been very 
indecent -.j or me to have pub- 
Kbed $4 'Tet that muſt be at- 
tributed to his C tvility and way 
of breeding : and indeed he 
Was particularly known to ſo few 
of the Clergy , that the good 
Opinion he had of me, is to be 
imputed only to his unacquain- 
tance with other 'S, 
My end of Writing is ſo to 
diſcharge | NY ("Ou C Pa_nangs 


es of hu wit hee in the 
midſt of thoſe heats, which their 
Fe 2 and Pa rd Hoh in 00s 


kept it not from them ; and 
withheld his Heart from no 


on all that on which 
d his Time and $ Lohr 

be 'efteemed it Varuty anc 
Vexation of Spirit : though he 
had both as much natural Wit 

and as muth acquired by Learn- 
np, and both as much Irie 
with thinking a 1 |} tr a5 of vi 
haps any Li ; Ag 
Tet when Ty refl 


he. FO: bad } of ham, ſait- 
able to what became a_ ſfmcere 


Penitent , and'expreſſed himſel| 
in fo dew and calm a. man= 


ner, ſo ſenſible. of his failings 
towards his Maker and 

Redeemer , that as it. prought 
not\ a little on thoſe that were 
about him ; So., 1 hope., the 
making it Publick may have a 
more general Influence', chiefly 
on thoſe on whom his, former 


{i might have. had. ill 


ndeauoured' 10. give. 
his Che rn er as faullyas I could 
rake it ; for Iwho ſaw him. only. 
in one light , in a ſedate and 
quiet temper , when he Was. wn- 


s 


as much 


0hn Wilmot Earl of Roc 


*S 


s born in 


Some Paſſages of the Life 
Wilmot , who bore ſo great a 
part in all the late Wars, that 
mention 1s often made of him 
in the Hiſtory : And had the 
chicf ſhare. in, the Honour of 
the preſeryation of His Ma- 
jeſty that now Reigns, after 
Worceſter-Fight, and "the Con- [| tn 
Vey1ng Hin from Place to | Xp 
Place, till he happily eſcaped ck 
into France: But dying betore | he ret 

the King's Return, he left his | 
Son little. other _— T1 


ro him; 4 Ty hie- | vn 
Gor ſach eminent Seryiccs 
gave him tothe Kings Favour: 
Theſe were caretully managed 
by che great prudence and ; 
cretion of his M oct a Dai ug - 
ter ot ct W, N 1 a1 


carried on 1n all things ſutably 
to his Quality. | 
When he was at School he 
was an extraordinary Proficient 
at his Book : and thoſe ſhining 
parts which haye ſince appear- 
ed with ſo much luſtre ; began 
then to ſhew themſelves: He 
acquired the Latin to ſuch per- 
tection, that to his dying-day 
he retained a great reliſh of the 
fhineneſs and Beauty of that 
Tongue, and was cxactly verſed 
in the incomparable Authors 
that writ about Azguſtus's time, 
whom he read often with that 
peculiar delight which the 
zreateſt Wirs have. ever foun 


in thoſe Studies. 
-., When he went to the Uni- 


but was not cenirach with 
that Sobriety and Temperance, 
that became a ſerious gratitude 
to God for ſo great a Bleſſing, 
pondecced ſome of its ill effects 
on him : He began to love theſe 
diſorders too much ; His Tutor 
was that Eminent and Pious 
Divine Dr. Blanford, afterwards 
promoted to the Sees of Oxford 
and Worceſter: And under his 
Inſpection, he was commutted 
to the more immediate care of 
Mr. Phineas Berry, a Fcllow 
of. Wadham-Colledge, a very 
learned and good natured man 
whom he afterwards ever uſed 
. with much reſpe&t and re- 
warded him as became a great 
nan. Butthe humour of that 
_ time wrought ſo much on him, 


Tn" ic DroKe off the Cour (c of J\® 


molt likely to bring him back 
to loye Learning and Study : 
and he often aknowledged to 
me, 1n particular three days be- 
fore his Death, how much he 
was obliged to Love and Ho- 
nour this his Goycrnour, to 
whom he thought he owed 
more than to all: the World, 
next after his Parents, for his 
great Fidelity and Care of him, 
while he was under hs truſt. 
But no part of it affected him 
more ſenſibly, than that he cn- 
paged him by many tricks (fo 
he expreſſed it) to delight in 


Books and reading ; So that 
ever after he took occaſion in 
the Intervals of thoſe woful 
Extravagancies that conſumed 
moſt of his time to read much : 
and though the time was gene- 
rally but "alifrenidy employ- 
ed, for the choice of the Sub- 
jects of his Studies was not al- 

yet the habitual 
Love of Knowledge together 
with theſe fits of Stay, had 
much awakened his Vaghes- 
ſanding, and prepared lym for 
better things, when his mind 
hould be ſo far changed as to 
reliſh them. 

He came from his Travels in 
the 18th Year of his Age, and 
appeared at Court with as great 
Advantages as moſt eyer had, 

ce was a Graceful and well 


Bis is 3 


th £ 4 


mad ifr not a Velen t00 fletdes: 

Je was exaCtly well bred, and 
what by. a modeſt bchaviour 
natural to him, what by a Civi- 
lity become almoſt as natural, 
| his Converſation was eafie and 
»bliging; He had a ſtrange Vi- 
vacity of thought,and vigour of 
expreſſion : His Wit had afſub- 
tility and ſublimity both, that 
were ſcarce imitable. His Style 
was clear and ftrong : When 
| Figures they were very 
wouls, and yet far enough out 
of the Common Road: he had 
made himfelt Maſter of the 


Ancient and Modern Wit, and 
the Modern French and 
lian as well as the Engliſh. 

He loved to talk and write of 

peculative Matters, and did it 

with ſo fin 1C A thread, hat even 


hat his Fancy ran upon, 
could not but be charmed witl 
his way of treating - of then. 
Boileau among the French, at 
Cowley among the Engliſh Wits, 
were thoſe he admired moſt. 
Sometimes other mensthoughts 
mixed with his Compoſures, 
but that flowed rather trom the 
Impreſſions they made on him 
when he read them, by which. 
they came to return upon him 
as his own thoughts; then that 
he ſervilely copied from any. 
For tew men ever had a bolder 
flight of Fancy, more ſteddily 
poverned by Judgment than he 
had : No wonder a young man 
ſo made, and fo improved was 
very acceptable in a Court. 
Soon atter his coming thither 
nec laid hold ON the nr Dccalion 
that oficred to ſhew_ his readt- 


azard' "% fe"; in the 
Defence id © Service - of | his 
Country. In Winter 1665; he 
went with the Earl of $ doi 
) Sea, when he was ſent to 
lie for the Dutch Eaft-India 
Fleet ; and was in the Revenge, 
Commanded by Sir Thomas 
Tiddiman, when the Attack 
was made on hop Port of Bergen 
55 ha. 

ving got. into kar: Poke.” It 
was as deſperate an Attcit pt as 
ever was made: during ' the 
whole Action, the Earl of Reo- 
chefter ſhewed as brave and as 
reſolute a Courage as was poſlt- 
ble: A Perf on of Honour told 
me he heard the Lord Clifford, 
who was inthe fame. el. often 
mag gnific his/ Jourage At © rhat 


very next Occaſion ; 
For-the Summer rf 


went-ina Little 1 Boat, penn 
all the ſhot, and delivered his 
age, 'and returned back to 
Edward: which was much 
ended by all that ſaw it. 
Je thought it neceſſary to be- 
gin his Nis \ _ theſe D Demon- 
men ns of 2 
uch 1s achudls cc g 
eſt trial of clear and 


again. And the; natural 
of his fancy, being inflamed: 
Wine, made lim fo : extray: 
gantly pleaſant, that many to be 2 xa 
more diverted by that humor, ||" 
ſtudied to engage him deeper [1 0: 
and deeper 1n Intemperance: || 7 
which at length did fo entirxcly || ® . 
ſubdue him; chat -as he told ||” 
me, for-five years together hc KO 
was continually Drunk : not all || 
the while under-the viſible cf- 
fect. of 1t, but his blood was {o 
inflamed, that he was not in | 
all that time cool enough to be Ng ti 
PCr tectly Maſter of” himel. | 01 
This led him to. fay and do | ll 
xany wild and\ unaccountable | i 
things: By this, he ſaid, he had " 
broke the firm conſtitution tel: 
of his Health, that ſeemed ſo |} | 
8; that nothing was too Þ |: 


- d hog it; and: he had ſuffered 


»,® 


anv'Deathof JohnE; of Rocheſter; 


ſo much in his Reputation, that 
he almoſt diſpaired to recover 
it. There were two Principles 


in his natural temper, that be- 


ing heighten'd by that heat car- 
ried him to great cxceſles: a yi- 
olent love of Pleaſure,and a dif- 
poſition to extravagant Marth. 
The one involyed him in great 
ſenſuality : the other led him to 
many odd Adventures and 
Frollicks, in which he was oft 
in hazard of his fe. The one 
being the ſame regular appe- 
rite 1n n Jus Mand: hat t6i other 


\ lat in "cold blood os was 
a generous and gqod. natured 
man, 2 Jer hc would go i. Th 


T3 


of Diverſion: He faid 

He never imprc OV ed his UNECICL 
at Court, to do a tg 
Miſchief to other perſons. Yet 
he laid out his Wat very freely 
in Libels and Satyrs, in whic} 
he had a peculiar Talent of mix- 
ing his Wit with his Malice; 
and fitting both with ſuch apt 
words, hu Men were tempted 
to be. pleaſed with them : from 
thence his Compoſures came to 
be eaſily known, for tew had 
ſuch a way of tempering theſe 
together as he had ; So that 
when any thing extraordina 1 
that way came out, as a Child 

red ſomerimes by its Re- 
ſemblance, fo was it laid at his 
Door : as its Parent and Au- 


Hoy my to hin he 
had oft ur {ad Intervals ard (e- 
verc RefleCtions on them: and 
hough then he had not theſe 
ened in him from any 
Jes Principle of Religion, yet 
the horrour chat Nature raifed 
in him, eſpecially in ſome Sick- 
neſles, made him too eaſie to 
receive ſome 1ll Principels, 
whuch others endeayored to 
ofles him with; ſo that he 
W: LOC \& DON brought ad {et 
ry a: gaj nſt that, by& - 


OLCIHNg It call ne could of- th 
belief or apprehenſions of R 


ligion. Li 
his rempet, with brisknefs 0 
IS: \ VI , iſp J fed him « to ; oye 


bon! his Wit,” chad din + | 
Studies and Endeayours to ſup 
port and ſtrengthen theſe p 
Principles both 1n himſelf and 
others. 

An accident fell out after this, 
which confirmed him more in 
theſe Courſes : when he went 
to Seain-the Year 1665, there 
happened to be: in the fame 
Stup with him Mr. Mountag 
and -another Gentleman of 
Quality, theſe two, the former 
ff geciall , ſeemed: perſwaded 
that they ſhould | never return 
unto Englnd, Mr. Mounts ue 

; : the 
wine was not & «x x :The 
Earl of Rochefter, and, the laſt 
of theſe, entred into a: fo 
Engagement, -not withou 79 
remomies of Religion, 
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either of them died, he ſhould 
appear, and give the other no- 
tice of the future State, if there 


gen, Mr. Montague though 
E had ſuch aſtrong Preſage in 
his Mind of his approaching 
death, yer he generouſly ſtaid 


all the whule in the place of 
greateſt danger: The other 
Gentleman fignalized his Cou- 
rage in a moſt undaunted man- - 
ner, till near the end of the 
Action; when he fell on a 
ſudden into ſuch a trembling 
that he could ſcarce ſtand : and 
Mr. Montague going to him 
to: hold him up, as they were 
in- each: others Arms, a Ca- 


on Ball killed 

and carried a 

zapue's Belly, 
within an hour after. 


on him, that there were- 
cingS: and that the 

>ACITY, Or 

et; Notice communit- 

to-1t; had a ſort of Divi- 

ut: that Gentlemans 

was a great 


but as the $a pream Power 
ſhould order them: and that 
one who'had ſo corrupted the 
Natural Principles of Truth, as 
he had, had no reaſon to expect 
that ſuch an extraordinary 
thing ſhould be done for his 
Zonviction, 
old me of another odd 

Preſs ge that one had of his ap- 
proaching Death in the Lady 
s Mother in Laws 

[The Chaplain had 

ream't thar/ ſuch a day he 
hould dic, but being by all che 
muly pat out of = belict of 
1e ha 4lt IC dſt forg Zol It: ell 

t here bei 1 -h err at Table; , 
ceording to a fond CONCEIL 


"» ounk Takin 
thar he. was tO 


dic. He remembring his Dream 
fell into ſome dforder, and the 
Lady Warre reproving him for 
his Superſtition, he ſaid, He was 
confident he was to die before 
Morning, but he being 1n per- 
fect health, it was not much 
minded. It was Saturday- 
Night, and he was to Preach 
next day. He. went to his 
Chamber and fate up late, as 
appeared by the burning of his 


Candle, and he had been pre- 
paring his Notes for his Ser- 
mon, but was found dead in his 
Bed the NEXT Mor 1 : Theſe 


things he faid made him - 
clined to believe, the Soul was 
a ſubſtance diſtin&t from mat- 
ter: and thus often returned 1n- 
to his thoughts. Butthat which 
pertect ed his PET {waſion | abo UT 


* 


it, was, that 1 


anddeathof Join E, of Rocheſter. 27 


which brought him ſo near 
death before I firſt knew him, 
when his Spirits were ſo low 
and ſpent, that he could not 
move nor ſtir, and he did not 
think to live an hour ; He ſaid, 
His Reafon and Judgment were 
ſo clear and ſtrong, that from 
thence he was fully perſwaded 
that Death was not the ſpend- 
ing or diſſolution of the Soul ; 
but only the ſeperation of 1t 
from matter. He had in that 
Sickne(s great Remorſes for his 
paſt Life, but he afterwards 
rold me, They were rather ge- 
neral and dark Horrours, than 
any Convictions of ſinning 
againſt God. He was ſorry 
he had lived ſo as to waſt his 
rength ſo ſoon, or that he had 
* brought ſuch an ill name upon 
himſelf, and had an Agony 1n 
MO E036: Ta —"©S WW 


obng- not eel how to exp &ſ3: 
But at ſuch times, though he 
complied with his MM in 
ſuffering Divines to be ſent for, 
| he ſaid, He had no great mind 
to 1t: and thatit was buta piece 
of his breeding, to deſire them 
ro pray by him , in which he 
joyned little himſelf. . 

As tothe Supream Being, he 
had always ſomc Impreſſion of 
one: and profeſſed often to 
me, 7 That be rad never ris 


when he exp a nr F his Notion 
of his Being, 1t amounted to 
no more than a vaſt power, 
that had none of the Attrib 


- andDeath of John E. of Rocheſter, , 5 


g10n, as himſclt told mc. For 
Morality, he treely own'd to 
me, that though he talked of 
It, as a fine thing, yet this was 
only becauſe he thought ut a. 
decent way of ſpeaking; and 
that as they went always in 
Cloaths, though in their Frol- 
licks they would have choſen 
ſometimes to have gone naked, 
if they had not feared the peo- 
ple: So though ſome of them 


found it neceſſary for humane 
life to talk of Morality, yet he 
confeſſed they cared not for it, 
furcher then the reputation of 
it was neceſſary for their credit, 
and affairs: of wiuch he gave 
me many Inſtances, as their 
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men which they intended ne- 
ver to make good ; the pleaſure 
they took in defaming innocent 
Perſons, and ſpreading falſe 
Reports of ſome, perhaps in 
Revenge, becauſe they could 
not engage them to comply 
with their ill Deſigns: The 
delight they had in making peo- 
ple quarrel; their unjuſt uſage 
of their Creditors, and putting 
them off by any deceitful Pro- 
miſe they could invent, that 
might deliver them from pre- 
ſent Importunity. So that in 
deteſtation of theſe Courſes he 
would often break forth into 
ſuch hard Expreſſions concern- 
ing himſelf as would be indecent 
for another ta repeat. 

Such had been his Principles 
and Practices .in a Courſe of 
many years, which had almoſt 
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quite - extinguiſh't the natural 
Propenſities 1n him to Juſtice 
and Vertue : He would often 
g0 into the Country, and be 
tor ſome months wholly im- 
ployed in Study, or the Sallies 
of 4 Wit: Which he came 
to direct chiefly to Satyre. And 
this he often detended to me; 
by ſaying there were ſome peo- 
sf ws could not be kept in 
Order, or admoniſhed but in 
this way. I replied, That it 
might be granted that a grave 
way of Satyre was ſometimes 
no improfitable way of Re- 
proof. Yet they who uſed it 
only out of ſpite, and nuxed 
' Lyes with Truth, ſparing no- 
thing that might adorn their 
Poems, or gratifie their Re- 
venge, could not excuſe that 
way of Reproach, by Woek 
"M the 


& 


the Innocent often ſuffer : ſince 
th | 


e moſt malicious things, if 
wittily expreſſed, : might ſtick 
to and blemiſh the beſt men in 
the World, and the malice of 
a Libel could hardly conſiſt 
with the Charity of an Admo- 
ution. To this he anſwered, 
A man could not write with 
life, unleſs he were hearted by 
Revenge: For to make a Satyre 
vithout Reſentments, upon the 
cold Notions of Phyloſophy, was 
s if a man would in cold blood, 
cut mens throats who had ne- 
ver offended him: And he ſaid, 
The Lyes in theſe Libels came 
often in as Ornaments that 
could not be ſpared without 
ſpoiling the beaury of the 
Poem. 

- For his other Studics, they 
were diyided between the Co- 
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Roman Autnors , and Books of 
Phy ick: which the. ill ſtate of 
health he was fallen into, made 
more neceſlary to himſelt : and 
which qualif'd him for an odd 
ac gen , | which " has but 


gd him tro _ Bos WP the 
ray : He diſk guiſed Ty Y ſelf, ſo 


more. He took ” e: - rok to dil 
4:4 ife himſelt, asa Forter, Or as 
a Beogar ;  fomctim $ to follow 
Mt" ſome 


ſome mean Amours, which, for 
the variety of themyhe affected, 
At other times, meerly for d1i- 
verſion, he would go aboutin 
d ſhapes, in which he acted 
his part ſo naturally, that eyen 
thoſe who were on the ſecret, 
and faw him in theſe ſha 


' TI have now made the De- 
ſcription of 
and Principles, as 
thought neceſſa 
nd in Writin 


| have given no juſt cauſe of 
offence to any. I have faid 
nothing 'but what I had from 


their Reformation, and not 
their Diſgrace, I defire : This 
render conſideration of others 
has made me ſuppreſs many 
remarkable and uſctul things, 
he told me: But finding that 


though I ſhould name none , 
yet I muſt art leaſt Relate ſuch 
Circumſtances, as would give 
too | great Occaſion for the 
Reader to conjecture concern- 
ing the Perſons intended right 
or wrong, cither of which 
were inconyenient enough, I 
have choſen to paſs them quite 
oyer. But I hope thoſe that 
mow how. much they were 


A rr Re A 


ceal none of Us Ptiniriples from 
ne, but lay his thoughts open 
without any Diſguiſe ; nor 
would he bs it to maintain 
Debate, or ſhew his Wit, but 
plainly tell me what ſtuck with 
mand proteſted to me, That 
he was not fo engaged to his 
old Maxims, as to refolye not 
to change, but that if he could 
be convinc'd, he would chooſe 
ther to be of another mind: 


He faid, He would impartially 


Wetgh what Iſhould lay "EIA 
| im, and cell me hs when 
it dic ora and when 1t 
It: :dad/not. :/He ex preſſed chi: 
{poſt at 1 OL mind tome 1n a 
frank, ik, that I could 


ret upon feye- 
other Perſons 
) IC; 


o that I hope it may not be 
ple to publ 


not +a get 
others. 
ſuch Seudviens' as <1 fin aw wes 
moſt likely ro prevail with him : 
and my not urging other Rea- 
ſons, proceeded not from any 
diſtruſt I had of their force, bur 
from the neceiſity of uſing 
thoſe that were moſt proper 
tor him. He was then in a low 
{tare of health, and ſeemed to 
be {lowly recovering of a great 
Diſcaſe: He was i the Milk 
Dier, and apt to fall into Hecti- 
cal-Fits; any accident weak 
enced him; fo that he thougt 
he could nor live long; And 
"when he went from Londor, - 
he ſaid, He believed Lin ſhould 


NCVCT COme to 


Yer during his being | 


he was fo well, that he went 
often abroad, and had great 
Vivacity of Spirit. So that he 
was under no ſuch decay , as 
either darkened or weakened 
his Underſtanding ; Nor was 
he any way troubled with the 
Splecn, or Vapours,'or undcr 
the power of Mclancioly : 
What he was then, compared 
to what he had been;tormerly, 
1 could not ſo well jadge, who 
had ſcen him but twice betore. 
Others have told me they per- 
ccycd no difterence in hs parts. 
This I mention more particular- 
ly, that it may not be thought 
that Melancholy,or the want of 
Spirits, made him more inclined 
toreceive any Impretſions: for 
Indeed I never diſcoycred 
Auch thing 1n him, -- 


to the Heads 

ſhall next'mention 7p The 
three chief things We talked 
about, were Morality, Natural 
Religion and Revealed Religion, 
# hriſtianit y IN part cular. For 
Morality he conteſſed, He ſaw 
rhe ancollhiy of it, both for the 
Government -of the World, 
and for- the preſervation of 
Health; Life and Friendſhip : 
and was very imuch aſhamed 
of his former Practiſcs, rather 
becau ul C nc he is en adc bt mf cl f 


banks © of a''$ Supream c 
ang the " Stare: Bur r fo. far this 
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his Life; which he thou 4i\ot 
ſhould effect by the ſtudy of 
Philoſophy, and had not a few no 
leſs ſolid than pleaſant Notions 
concerning the folly and mad- 
neſs of Vice: but i conteſled 
he had no remorſe for us pat 
Actions, as Offences againſt 
God, but only as Injurics to 
Iimſclt and to Mankind. 
Upon.this Subject I ſhewed 
him the Defects of Philoſophy, 
for reforming the World: That 
It was a matter of Speculation, 
which but few cither had the 
lciſure, or the capacity to en- 
uire 1nto. But the Principle 
that muſt reform Mankind, 
mult be obyious to every Mans 
Underſtanding. That Philoſo- | 1 
phy in matters of Moralfty, be-.  ] |: 
yond the great lines of our | }: 


Duty, had no very certain fixc 


Rule, but in the leſſer 
and Inſtances of our Duty 
went much by the Fancies of 
Men and Cuſtoms of Nations , 
and :conſequently could nor 
have Authority enough to bear 
down the Propenfities of Na- 
ture, Apperite or Paſſion: For 
which I inſtanced in theſe two 
Points; The One was, About 
that Maxim of the Stoicks, to 
cxtirpate all ſort of Paſlion and 
concern for any thing. Thar, 
rake it by one hand, ſeemed 
defircable, becauſe if it could 
be accompliſh'd, it would make 
all the accidents of lite cate ; but 
I think it cannot, becauſe Na- 
ture after all our ſtriving againſt 
It; will ſtill return to it (elf: 
Yet on'the other hand it diflol- 
ed the Bond of Nature and 
riend{hip, ' and flackened: In- 
3 -duſtry 


| Þ,- | x. 


dully, without an \inwral ACar : 
And if it dehvered a man from 
many Troubles,it deprived him 
of the chief pleaſures of Lite , 
which riſe from Friendfhip. 
The other was concerning the 
reſtraint of pleaſure, how far 
that was to go. Upon this he 
old me the two Maxims of his 
then were, that he 
hould do nothing to the hurt 


of any other , or that might 
prejudice his own health : And 
he t —__ _; all Jy 


ec, was tO be ne a the 
fhcation of our natural 
| It ſeemed unreaſon- 
magine theſe Were put 


go) be 
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free uſe a6 Wine and Wo- 
men. 

To this I anſwered, That if 
Appetites being Natural, was 
an Argument for the indul- 
ging them, then the revenge- 
fal might as well alledge it for 
Murder, and the Covetous for 
Stealing ; whoſe Appetites are 
no lefs keen on thoſe Objects; 
and yet it1s acknowledg'd char 

x theſe Appetites ought to be 
»; curbd. If the difference 15 
; urged from the Injury chat 
another Perſon receives, the In- 

jury is as great, 1t a Mans Wife 

1s defiled, or his Daughter cor- 
rupted: and it 1s impoſlible for 

a man to ler his Apperites looſe 

to Vagrant Luſts, and not to 
tranſgreſs in thelc particulars: 

So there was no curing che 
Dilor Dracrs, th 14t muſt ariſe fron 

TY'3 D . thence, 
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E . > thence; fits by: rentilddin g theſe 
* Appetitcs: And why ſhould we 
not as well think that God in- 
tended our brutiſh and ſenſual 
Appetites ſhould be governed 
by our Reafon,as that the fierce- | 
ncſs of Beaſts ſhould be managed 
and tamed, by the Wiſdom, 
and for the uſc of Man ? So that 
It 16 No rcal abſurdity to grant 
that Appetites were put into 
Men, on purpoſc ro exerciſe 
their Reaſon in the Reſtraint 
and Government of them : 
" which to be able to do, mini: 
2 | fſters a higher and more laſting. 
A pleaſt ure to a Man, than to 
give them their full ſcope and 
range. And if other Rules of 
Philoſophy be obſerved, ſuch as 
the avoiding thoſe Obj jects that 
ſtir Paſſion :; Nodlion raiſcs 
higher Paſſio ns than un Ngo J- 


ER NE SES A CIS OF EE a NS 
NS RR nn A RON ON We Eo Won og RS, 


. 2 EI IIS SS 
EO EDA WEE En OO COONS 

8 Wings ZE A ee ed NS ee On et 

CE I I OE ns BA 


CO OE ORs UN IS RS 0 I OR OOO 
GS - C G es a A RR OSS ; Oh RING. $ OO OS n gs 


ns OE 


Gd 5 GY . : 
GN EI 


MOOS 
DNDSON 
ONE 


LDL. 


Ne ge 


ned 


OO IRS 


NN on es 


ES 


Peng 


; . 8 : 8 Ls ae a SIE CIO RSS. EO INES 2 Ws. - RN RE SES ES Eo NT gn 80 OY ey Wy 2 a , ON OPgy Gs a ” Ine —. 
RE Be EE RN ned 00S ae OS a done I : Rees ES e: & 
<  " Ls CEE BTID RE aa Pale ns ao A 58 py - Re WI T8 AP oe 
EE Ee ns OE ot SRV Re 8 nee 8p 7 * | 
WERE OR OT ny aa tp We oo bf SO 18 Y | 
OB CI ne STOR & OS OS, WE TIE © 
EW) Wen I ; | 
£ SLY «O98 NN Ie os : NS 
bo 0s WAR $20 ES - ; ; : ; ; 
s - % ” 
ws ; "__ 

: , * 

; 

; * X a Þ 

F I 5 .. & 
4 8 q : . 
a RS . _ | 5 . : A i > 
; Go Wy - 
w 3 : - ” P | 
i Sh b 2 % - ; Y | 
: S 


« ; _ £ 
| S NT. i 
- _— 


> yernd Luſt, nothing darkens 
' the Underſtanding, and depreſ- 
- ſes a mans mind more, nor 1s 

any thing managed with more 

trequent Returns of other Im- 
Il. - moralities, ſuch as Oaths and 
"ly,  .Imprecations which are only 
la mtended to compaſs what 1s 
vir defired: The expence that is 
77 neceſſary to maintain theſe Ir- 
i regularities makes a_man falſe 
\m. 1n his other dealings. All this 
tw he freely contefled was true, 
i'm = Upon whuch I urged, that if it 
ni: was reaſonable for a man to re- 
il  gulate his Appetite in things 
n: Which he knew were hurtful to 
i Jum; Wasitnot as reaſonable 
' for God to preſcribe a Regula- 
1 Ting of thoſe Appetites, whoſe 
unreſtrained Courſe did pro- 
duce ſuch miſchieveous effects? 
That ut could not | be depicd, 


"VR. FS. : 
E. | 
& : 


was a ju 
then that knew 


ures of our 


hppecites:d in fome -Inflabiess: 
xd the'freedom of a mans 
ughts, the ſoundneſs of his 
zalth ,- his application to Aft- 
urs, with the ecaftinefs of his 
hole life. Whether the one 
1s not to be done before the 
other? As to the difficulty of 
ſuch a reſtraint, though it 1s not 
zalie to be done when a man 
allows himſelf many liberties,n 


hich it 18 not poſhble to ſtop; 
You chat: who avoid the Occa- 
ſ10ns Nat may kindle theſe 1m- 
are Flames, and keep them- 
clves/ well emplo cd, find the 
cher no fuch i mf, npoſſit ; le, or 
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not ſtrength enough -in that 
Principle to ſubdue Nature, and 
Appetite. Upon this I urged,that 
Merality could not be a ſtrong 
thing, unleſs a man were deter- 
mined by a Law within himſelf; 
for if he only meaſured himſelf 
by Decency, or the Laws of the 
Land , this would teach him 
only to uſe ſuch caution in his 
ul Practices, that they ſhould 
not break out too viſibly : but 
would neyer carry him to an 
inward and unverſal probity : 

hat Vertue was of ſo compli- 
>2ated: a Nature, that unleſs a 
nan came entirely within its 
diſcipline, he could not adhere 
ſtedfaſtly tro any one Precept : 
or Vices are often made ne- 
ceſlary ſupparts to one.another. 
That this cannot be done, ci- 


'E, of Rocheſt 1x 


faction, unleſs the Mind does 
inwardly comply with, and de- 
light in the Dictates of Vertue, 
And that could not be effected, 
CxCept a mans nature were 1n- 
ternally regenerated,and chang- 
ed by a higher Principle: Till 
that came about corrupt Na- 
ture would be ſtrong, and Phi- 
loſophy but feeble : eſpecially 
when it ſtrugled with ſuch Ap- 
pctitcs or Paſſions as were much 
kindled, or deeply rooted in 
the Conſtitution of ones Body, 
This, he faid, ſounded to him 
like Entbuaſiaſme, or Canting : 
He had no notion of it, and ſo 
could not underſtand it: .He 
comprehended- the- Dictaxes of 
Reaſon and Philoſophy, in whuch 
as the Mind became much con- 
verſant, there would ſoon fol- 
low ias he believed, a greater 
-  calinels 


—— wm let to God $ors inwarc 
ah was YEcrealny that 


him, as ney 
weTENg to- Nim : 


reſtons are” ſo 
an ſer up 1 
{ind a 


p 7 a 6 0 TmME, zyora ) P ro bo 3 a erer I Ora 
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I PRs aha is better and approve 
its but i what is worſe. 


©: 'Þs alt; that Philoſophy wall 
amount to. Whereas thoſe 
who upon ſuch ocoaſions ap- 
ply themſclves to God, by car- 
neſt Prayer, | feel a diſengage- 
ment from ſuch Impreſſions, 
and themfelycs endued with a 
power to reſiſt them, - Sothar 
choſe bonds which: formerly 
held, them,. fall off 
This he faid muſt be: the 
effect O f a. | Car #1 1 Nature : 
It was only the ſtrong diverſion 
of the thoughts, chat gave the 
ſeeming Victory, an dhe: did 
Kt doubt bur if one could urn 


to a Problem 1n Euclid, or to 
rite a Copy of Verſes, 1 
would have the ſame effect. To 
this I anſwered, That if ſuch 
cthods did only divert the 
thoug] 1ts, there might be bow 
force in what he faid : but if 
they not only drove out ſuch 
nclinations, but begat Imprel- 
ſions contrary to them, and 
brought men into a new w aiipoy 


tion and habit o 
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at  dctermt 


OR - CR, 


- and'Deathof John E, of Rocheſter, 4 


perience had not fo convincing 
an Operation: But theſe two 
meeting together, muſt needs 
g1ve a man all the ſatisfaction 
\, He can defire. He could nor 
ſay, It was unreaſonable to be- 
Iieve that the Supream Being 
might make ſome thoughts ſtir 
'  4n our Minds with more or lcfs 
force, as 1t pleaſed: Eſpecially 
the force of theſe motions, bc- 
1ng for . molt part, according 
' to the Impreſſion that was 
 . made on our Brains: which, 
that power that directed the 
\k whole frame of Nature, could 
kk makegrow deeper as it pleaſed, 
'. It was alſo reaſonable to ſup- 
m poſe Goda Being of fuch good- 
': neſs that he would' give his 
i aſſiſtance to ſuch as defired it : 
For though he might upon 

_ fome greater Occahons 1n' an 
TT Hofonaul = 


4 


extraordinary manner turn 
ſome peoples minds ; Yet ſince 
he had endued Man with a 
faculty of Reaſon, 1t 1s fit that 
men ſhould employ that, as far 
as they could; and beg his 
aſliſtance : which certainly they 
can do. All this ſeemed rea- 
ſonable, and at leaſt probable: 
Now good men who fclt upon 
their trequent Applications to 
God in prayer, a freedom trom 
thoſe 1]] Impreſſions, that for- 
merly ſubdued them;an inward 
love to Vertue and true Good- 
neſs, an caſineſs and delight in 
_ all the parts of Holineſs, which 


Devotion, as they akeringl the 
ſtrength of their Bodies if 
creaſed or abated, according as 
they had or wanted good 
nouriſhment. It 

After many Diſcou ſos fpon 
this Subject, he ſtill continued 
to nk all was the effect of 
Fancy : He ſaid, That] 2c' unders 
ſtood _—_— 


chey werc've ry Rn y. \ wh 


Fancies were under. the Power 
of ſuch Impreſſions z ſince! they 
had ſomewhat on wh ch th Ir 
thoughts reſteq a and .:C« 
But when | aw him/1 
Sickneſs, Jethen told 


oy oo ng pn woe or on 
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otion of Religion in general. 
e behieyed there was a Su- 
e could no 
orld was made by 

chance, and the regular Cour 
of Nature ſeemed to demon- 
ſtrare the? Eternal Power of its 
Is, , ſaid, he could 
but when 1e 


COS 

Ros 

OS Sn ae 
NE 0 rr 1 


0 RES 
OED X31 


FE 
WOW 


J * 4 
. L$ 
COON IDS CISIWS © + $9 I Ro Ie ones SD) 
WE ZR ENG I OE IO I IN EI TROY © le I OC OR. 
SIE RES WIT DS I Td IE REEL ES © eo og 
Bs OS, BON Cn he >. 5 , A ERS "# S "_ Vo __ 
I te 9G Yr INE WR nents Ee.” 2 RC OE $I RG ENS. 
; PN LY % W he . - G f 
b : : OI ? : 
| ; In D ena 
= Y 
P : . . - 
'E 
: 


think much. of him: And to 

loye God ſeemed to him a pre- 
ſutnptuous thing, and the heat 
of fanciful men. Therefore 
he believed there ſhould be no 
other Religious Worſhip, bur 
a . general Celebration of that 
Being , in ſome ſhort Hymn: 
All the other parts of Worſhip 
he eſteemed the Inventions of 
Prieſts, to make the World be- 
lieve they had a Secret of In- 
cenſing and appealing God as 
they pleaſed. In a word, -he 
was neither perſwaded that 
there was a ſpecial Proyidence 
about Humane Afﬀeairs; Nor 
that Prayers were of much uſe, 
ſince that was to look on God 
asa weak Being, that would be 
overcome with Importunities. 
And for the ſtate after death, 
though he thought the Soul, 
IF E 3 did 


ind the other was roo extream 


5ſolow,that theSupream 
cemed ro be nothin 
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time conceive him to be both 
Wiſe and Good, as well as 
powertul;fince theſe all appear'd 
equally in the Creation: though 
his Wiſdom and Goodneſs had 
ways of cxerting themſelves, 
that were far beyond our No- 
1onsor Meaſures. If God was 
Wiſe and Good, he would na- 
turally love,and be pleaſed with 
thoſe that reſembled him in 
theſe Pertections, and diſhke 
hoſe that were oppoſite to him. 
Every Rational Being naturally 
loves itſelf, and 1s delighted in 
others like it ſelf, and 1s ayerſe 
from what is not ſo. Truth is a 
Rational Natures acting in con- 
formity to it ſelf in all things, 
and Goodneſs 1s an Inclination 
to promote the happineſs of 
other Beings : So Truth: and 
Folk E 4 Goodneſs 
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Goodneſs were the eſſential per- 
fections of every reaſonable 
Being ,. and certainly moſt 
eminently. in the Deity: nor 
does his Mercy or Love raiſe 
Paſſion or Perturbation in Him ; 
tor we feel that to be a weakneſs 
in our ſelves, which indeed on- 
ly flows from our want of 
power, 'or skill to do what we 
wiſh or deſire: Its alſo reaſon- 
able to believe God would afliſt 
the Endeayour of the Good, 
with ſome helps ſuitable to 
their Nature. And that it could 
not be-1magined , that thoſe 
who 1mitated lim, ſhould not 
be ſpecially favoured by him: 
and-'theretore {ince this did nct 
appear mths State, 1t was moſt 
reaſonable to think 1t ſhould be 


1n-another, where the Rewards 
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' ſhall 
= perfect State of Conformity to 
' "God, withthe felicity that fol- 
lows it; and the Puniſhments 
ſhould be a toral excluſion from 
him, with all the horrour and 
darkneſs that muſt follow char. 
Theſe ſeemed to be the natural 
Reſults of ſuch ſeveral Courſes 
of life, as well as the Effects of 
Divine Juſtice, Rewarding or 
umſhing. For: ſince he be- 
Lad the Soul had a diſtin 
ſubſiſtence, ſeperated from the 
Body ; Upon its diflolution 
there was no reaſon to think it 
paſſed into a State of utter Ob- 
Ivion, of what it had been in 
formerly : but that as the re- 
flections on the good or evil it 
had done, muſt raife joy or 
 horrour in it; So thoſe. good 
r 111 diſpoſuions accompany- 


10N, or 


d 


frairsand 
cool and di- 


temp- 
and g 


rh ween the Good and 
md. W ch, it 15 manifeſt, 15 not 
fully done in this lite. 
As for the Government of 
he World, if We believe the 
Su pt ca 1 Power made it, there 


govern 1: For all that we can 
fancy againft it, isthe diſtraftion 
which that Infinite Variety of 
Second Cauſes, a Y the care of 


to the firſt, if 1t - inſpodts them 
all. Bur as a ſong | = tho! c ; of 


aye many owned: Wit thi 1 their 
Care, a As he be Oh can at one = 2W 


s *, $66 
% 


conceive the;. Divine Und r- 
ſtanding to be as far a ours. 
his Power of creating an 


framing the whole Univerſe, is 


above our li 
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certainly | very unworthy 

choughts of him. The «ruc 

ends of Worſhip come within 

another "conſideration: _— 

is this, A man 1s never entirely 

Reformed, till a new Princhpl 

governs his thoughts: Nothing 

makes that Principle fo ſtrong, 
as deep and frequent Meditati- 

ons of God; whoſe Naturc 

though it be far: above our 

Conbentandvn, yet his Good- 

neſs and Wiſdomare ſuch Per- 
fections as fall within our Ima- 

gination: And he that thinks of- 

ten of God, and conſiders hum as 
governing the. World, and as 

evcr obſerving all his Actions, 

-a very. ſenſible effect 

of fuch ; Meditations, as they 
300) Ive ly bs frequent 

ot \Rc- 


OT 
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\ It 1s true, we- cannot  haye 
ſuitable - Notions 'of the Di- 
vine Effence; as indeed we 
have no'juſt Idea of any Eſſence 
whatſoever : - Since we com- 
monly conſider all things, eci- 
ther: by their outward Figure, 
or by their EffeQts: and from 
thence make Inferences what 
their Nature muſt be, © - So 
though we cannot frame' any 
perfect Image in our Mind: 


of the Divinity; Yer we. may, 
from the Diſcoveries God- has 
Conce ptioNs of Him, as ma 
poſleſs' our Mind rea 


% 


Reverence for H C 
gct in us ſuch a Love of 'thoſe 
Perfections as to engage us- to - 
1 tate them. 4 For whe n- WC 
ſay: We love God z the Tr 


Y, } 
infinitely perfect: And loving. 
theſe Artributes 1n that Object, * 
will certainly carry us to deſire - 
in our ſelves, For what - 


Fs 


and expreſ{ions 
e have of his 


ES WS I ES NN 
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World ; Ir is nothing but what 
occurs 1n every ſort of Em- 
Prone to which men be- 
rake themſelves. Mountebanks 
Corrupt Phyſick; Petty-Foggers 
have entangled che matters ot 
d © . Property, and all Profeſlions 
km have been vitiated by the Kna- 
lin. yeries of a number of their 
nn Calling. 
Ng With all chcſe Diſcourſes he 
7 was not equally fatisfied : He 
©! ſeemed convinced that the Im- 
'z  preflions of God being mucli 
1! 1n Mens minds, would be a 
1: powerful means to reform thy 
1: and did not ſeem de- 
:; rermined againſt Providence : 
Bur tor the next State , hc 
thoughe 1 Ir more hkely that tlic 
So1 | meu anew, and ghar h ice 


5 was 
2d in h1 


& COU 


# 


of PAR mhings 


terial "pure 
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ain: Thoug 
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was the dulthindes of the Soul, 
'' and the Eyes and Ears were the 
Organs of Sccing and Hearing, 
fo was the Brain the Scat of 
Memory : Yer the Power and 
taculty of Memory, as well as of 
Seeing and Hearing, lay in the 
ind: and fo it was no uncon- 
' Cceivable thing that ether rhe 
. Soul by its own ſtrength, or by 
- the means of ſome ſubtiler 
2 Organs, which might be fitted 
. for 1t 1h another ſtate, ſhould 
1 {hll remember as well as think. 
> Butindeed We know fo little of 
ji the fature of our Souls, that it 
' 1s a vain thing for us to raiſe an 
.: Hypotheſis out of the con- 
: jecturcs We haye about it, or 
, ro reject one, becauſe of ſome 
ff cif } -ultres that Occur to us; 
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particularly a 7 
Death, and the Horrours 
. eſpecially at that 
e was willing to aſcribe 
cihons they ha 
ication: But he. 
often confefled , that whether. 
he buſineſs of Religion was. 
Tue or not, he thought thoſ 
who had 


x 


juicſced in his; 


in hi World: And aid, He 
would give all that he was 
Maſter I to be: under thoſe 
Perſwaſions, and to ni the 
Supports and Joys that muſt 
needs flow from them. I told 
him the main Root of all Cor- 
ruptions in Mens Principles was 
their 1]] life ; Which as it dark- 
ened their Minds, and diſabled 
them from diſcerning better 
things ; ſo ut made 1t neceſſary 
for them to ſeek our ſuch Op1- 
nions as might give them caſe 
from thoſe Clamours , that 
would otherwiſe have been 
raiſed within them : He did not 
deny but that after the doing 
of ſome things he felt great and 
fevere Challenges within him- 
felf: But he ſaid, He felt not 
eſe after ſome others which I. 
yould: perha ps call far _"_ r 


thin 


* 


EO 


$ 
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| hen as the PUlly would 
make him miſerable. I asked if 
W nA n by" y the 11] courſe of his life 
d brought ſo many Difca- 
s on his Bo y, he. could blame 
xd for it: or cxpect that he 
ould deliver him from them 
» a Miracle. He confcſled 
here was no reaſon for that: 
I then urged, that 1f Sin ſhonld 
caſt the mind by a natural Ef- 
ect, into endlcſs an 
\gonies, which Þ cing feated it IN 
\ Being not ſubject to Dearth, 
wſt laſt for cy cr, unleſs fome 
Miraculous Power interpoſed, 
could 1 C > acculc God for that 
Rt ras! ect of his own 
choice a and ul} life, | 
He faid, They were happy 
nat bclicyed; for? It Was not 1N 
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S EW aid Croulity of " the 
People, things were caſily. re 
ceived ;and being once received 
paſſed down within contra- 
diction. The Incoherences of 
Stile /in the Scriptures, the odd 
Tranſitions, the ſeeming Con- 
radictions, chiefly about the 
Order of time, the Cruelnes 
enjoyned the Iſraelites 1n de- 
the Canaanites, Cir- 
nc .and Many . other 
Rites of the Zewiſh Worſhip; 
{cemed to hum 1nſutable to the 
] 1-8 inc Natu re: And: the brft 
three Chapters of Geneſis, he 
thi " ght could not be truc, un- 
leſs they, were Parables: This 
W, ubſtance of what he 
Exceptcd. to. Revealed Religion 
In general, and to the 0/4 7e of 
ment 1N n particular, | 


lieving a thi 


7M > to a 
nk it 18 le ks ſo ma- 
ny men to agree 1n a Lye, thar 
_— > theſe have done it. In 
r thingsa man gives gr 
alas Mo the credibility 
ſtrong on the one ſide, and th _ 
pears nothing on the other 
fhde to ballance it. So ſuch 
numbers agrecing in their Teſti- 
mony to theſe Miracles; for 
inſtance of our Say1ours calling 
Lazarus out of the Grave. the 
f Du and i ny after Sy was Ry Iriec 


ad becn never ſo many Im- 
poſtures! in the World, no man 
can with any rc: ſonabl © colo ir 
Nb this was one. - We' 1c 
both by. the Jewiſb and Rowan 
WI ters that Ive 7eAd -1n tin; t { tune 


not bulives; what help is there? 
for he was not maſter of . his 
own Belief, and believing was 
at higheſt bur a probable Opi- 
110N. "To this I Anſwered, That 
if a man wall let a wanton con- 
ccit poſſes his fancy againſt 
theſe things, and never conſider 
the Evidence for Religion on 
the other hand, but reject it 
upon a flight view of it, he 
ought not to ſay he cannor, but 
he. will not believe: and while 
a man livesan 1ll courſe of lite, 
he 15 not fitly qualified to cxa- 
mine rhe matter aright. Let 
him grow calm and yertuous, 
and upon due application exa- 
mine things fairly, and then let. 
him pronounce according, to 
US eeongy) ft to takes It at 1ts 


found he was fo poſleſſed 
the general conceit that a mis 
cure of Knaves and Fools hat 
made all extraordinary things 
be caſily believed, that it carrtec 
um away to determine the 
matter, without ſo much as 
iſtorical 


| into, but had bent al 
it and Study to the ſup- 


non; if the Eyidence be. 
obable, it is ſo: but if 1 


hat that the '©18 another called 
London. Weas little doubt that 
Queen, Elizabeth once Reigned, 
as that King Charles now Reigns 
in England, So that bclieving 
may be as certain, and as little 
ſubject to doubting as ſeeing or 
knowing. 

There are two ſorts of be- 
lieving Divine matters ; the 
one 18 Wrought in us by our 

omparing all the evidences of 

marcer of Fact, for the confir- 
mation of Revealed Religion , 
with the Prophefies in the 
ripturez where 'things were 
pu nctually predicted , ſome 
Ages before their completion; 
not in dark and doubttul words, 
uttered like Oracles , which 
might bend to any Event : But 
\n.;plain tc =O 28 che fortelling 


ſhould ſen 


Y ” % WW 
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the Jews back from the Capti 
vity, after the fixed period” bf 
ſcyenty years: The Hiſtory" of 
the Syrian and Egyptian Kings 
ſo punctually forecold by Da- 
niet, and the Prediction of the 
deſtruction of Jeruſalem, with 
many Circumſtances relating to 
it, made by our Saviour; joyn- 
ing theſe to the excellent Rule 
and Deſign of the Scripture in 
matters of Morality, 1t 1s at leaſt 
as reaſonable to believe this as 
any thing elfe in the World. 
Yet ſuch a believing as this, 1s 
only a general perſwaſion in 
the Mind, which has not that 
effect, till a man applying him- 
ſelf to the Directions ſet down 
19 the Scriptures ( which upon 


ſuchEvidence cannot be demed, 
to be as reaſonable, asfor amati 
tO t foll OW the Þ reſc CIPtIONS © F- 
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learned Phyſician, and when 
the Rules are both good and 
eaſic, to ſubmit to them for the 
recovering of his health)and by 
following theſe, finds a power 
entring within him, that frees 
him from the ſlavery of his 
Appetites and Paſſions, that cx- 
alts his Mind above the acci- 
dents of life, and ſpreads an 
inward purity in his Heart, 
from which a ſerene and calm 


Joy ariſes within him: And 


good men by the efficacy theſe 
Methods have upon them, and 
from the returns of their prays 
ers, and other endeavours, grow 
aſlured that theſe things are 
true, and afwerable to the 
Promiſes they find regiſtred 1n 
Scripture. All this, he fad, 
might be fancy : But to this 


'G reaſonable 
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anſwered, Thar as it were un-: 


— kt = 10WsS ay rag. iS 2 go 
hat pc chaj ps he is in a dream, 
d 2d, and only thinks 
F "on d, or chat as ſome 
$0 ow in their flec P, {o he 
may be aſleep ſtill : 50 good 
and religious men know ; 
though others may be avulced , 
by their fancies, that they are 
under no ſuch deception: and 
Ar af 9 ay are : neither hot n nor En 1 


Jritand, and ; "mg it was to. af 
ſert or beg the thing 13 Queſ 
on, which he could not com- 
prehend. 

| As for the poſſibility of Re 
velation, it wasa 1 ain thing 
deny 1t : For as Goc 

he ſenſe of fſeeun 


| Ooh vVi_SW 
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ſcemed utterly incapable : So it 
wasa weak aſſertion that God 
cannot awaken a power in 
ſome mends Minds, to appre- 
hend and know ſome things, 
in ſuch a manner that others 
are not Capable of it. This 1s 
not half ſo incredible to us as 
ſight is to a blind man,who yer 
may be conyinced there 1s a 
ſtrange power of ſeeing that 
governs men, of which he finds 


xn 35 that 1t « ſhould n not ay it 
his power to deliver "es 
otherwiſe than as he gives him | 
41n Commullion : belides the "i 
Confirmationof Miracles are a | |” 


Divine Credential to warrant 


Auchperſons inwhatthey deliver | | h 


tothe World : which cannot be 


imagined can be jonyed to a | | 
Lye, ſince thus were to put the Þ |\** 
Omnipotence of God, to atteft \ |*" 
that which no honeſt man will | |," 
do. For the buſineſs of the | 


Fall of Man: and other things 


wat . 2 : SLY J 
Ww : 
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of which we cannot perhaps Þ [at 
give our ſclycs a pertect ac- | «i 

: We who cannot fa- Þ *%: 
chome the Secrets of the Coun n- | Weg 


il  gndveathof John E, of Rocheſter. ge 


fatisfie our ſelves about ſome 
difficulties in them. Common 
Experience tel us, There is a 
great diforder in our Natures, 
which is not eaſily rectified : All 
Philoſophers were ſenfible of it, 
and cyery man that deligns to 
govern himſclt by Reafon, feels 
the ſtruggle between it and na- 
ture: So that it 1s plain, there 15 
a Lapſe of the ligh powers of 
the Soul. - 

But why, ſaid he, could not 
this be rectified, by ſome plain 
Rules given; but men muſt 
come and ſhew a trick to per- 
ſwade the World they ſpeak to 
them in the Name of God? 1 
Anſwered, That Religion being 
a delign to recover and fave 
Mankind, was to beſo opened 
as to. awaken and work u 


ary that 
from Heaven 
with ſuch allarmung 


gns, tO > Tiff cn to the 
EY that was only a mat- 
ov pecul: CON, had CW 
as tnere” Was 
ut ority IN 1t tw. 
ous VE 


ns. wig Nt nof 'onl y 

{ Ara were already 

} to' receive them, but 

xp fach as without grear 

ſenſible excitaton would 

ve otherwiſe ſlept on un their 
courſes. 

'  Upon' this and Knke. ſuch 

Decations,' 1 told' him; I faw 

che ill uſe he made of his Wie, 

Oe which hi e ſlurred' the graveſt 


S 


ighr"'daſh of his 


| be bewing Co, a nor d 
eecplhim from examining 
with that care which ſuch 

Juired, 

0 d Teftament, 'We 
rom. that time, 
* knowledg 'C 
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n which it 
was Writ,. have Farid Verfect an 
account of the Hiſtory of thoſe 
Ages, know nothing of their 
Cuſtoms, Forms of Spcech, 

and the . ſeveral Periods they 
might haye, by which they 
reckoned their time that 1t 15. 
rather a wonder We. ſhould 


underſtand ſo much of it; than 


that many. paſſages in it ſhould 

ve fo darkto us. The chict uſe 
it has to us Chr/tians, 1s, that 
from Writings which the Jews 
acknowledge to be divinely in- 
{pired, 1t is manifeſt the Me/tas 
was promiſed before the De- 
ſtruction of their Temple: 
which being done long ago; 
and theſe Propheſies agrecing 
to our Saviour, and to no other, 
Here 1s a great Con _g- 
BivCn to the Goſpel, Bu 
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Books could not be underſtood 
by us, who live above 3o0o 
years after the clucf of them 
were Written, 1t 1s no ſuch cx- 
traordinay matter. 

For that of the Deſtruction 
of the Canaanites by the I1ſrae- 
lites-, It 1s to. be conſidered , 
that if God' had ſent a Plague 
among them all, that could 
not have been found fault with. 
If then God had a Right to take 
away. their 'Liyes, without In- 
juſtice or- Cruelty , he had a 
\ight to appoint others to do it, 
as well-to cxecute it by a more 


laguc or a Famine, And for 
he Children that were Inno- 
6 CEnrt 
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1n anoth Tr Sraro 1 


L1AHUGA to EXECUTE A 
thin S of c = L Barbarity ? But 
this 1 _ a 


notdo ir bur up- 


'W | unde: 

d. the Tdolatrics round a- 
boutithem : "To which we find 
they were much inclined : So 
they were to be bent by other 
Utes to an cxtream averſion 
from them: And yer by the 
pom 4 of many of their Cere- 
mes and Sacrifices, great In- 
dul gences were given to a peo- 


_ [ pus et fondo of a v viſible 


| ay 6 y in every par 1 Ml la z ad | 


not ung in it that may not be 
0 call true, I uot 
now dged that re cart 
rm Voices in the 


< pitan Religion, Ag R ales 1 

IVES, and. the Methods it pre- 
ſcribes. Nothing can corelans 
more to the: peace, order and 
happineſs of the World, than 
to be governed by its Rules. 
Nothing 1s more for the Inte- 
reſt on every man 1n particular : 

The Rules of Sobriety, Tempe- 
rance and Moderation , were 
the beſt Preſervers of life, and 
which was perhaps more, of 
' Health. Hunulity, Contem 

of the Vamtics of the / nee 
and the being well an hana 

raiſes a mans Mind to a trec- 
dom from the Follies and 
Temptations that haunted the 
greateſt part, > Nothing was 
» Gencrous: and Great as to 
ſy op y the Neceſſities of the 
Poor, and to forgiyc Injurics: 
Nothing raiſcd and maintair £d 


a mans Reputation ſo m 

to be exactly juſt;and m 

Kind, Charitable and 

fonate : Nothin 

powers of a mans Soul ſo muct 

as a' calm Temper, a ſerene 

Mind, free of Paſſion and Dif 
x othing made Socictics, 


have Ruta 5 wy to Us, Tl bel 
ſerghbours as our ſelves. 

The Chriſtian Worſhip was 

alſo plain andſim ple; fi Lirable 

to ſo pure a Doctrine. The 


es of it were few al d 
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this "_ , were "ha 
od ſees us , and vill judge u us 
r all. ou That we 
ſhall be. for ever h happy or muſe- 


ble;as we paſs our lves here : 
[he Example of ' our Saviour's _ 
ife, and the great expreſſions 
of his Love in dying for us, 
are mighty - engagements _ to 
Obey and Imitate him. The 
plain way of Expreſſion uſed 
by our Saviour and ts Apotiles, 
ſhews there was no Artifice , 
\ hens there was ſo much Sim- 
dl [here were  n« 
+ kep only among the 
, but every thing 


ave © 
{es 
ing Him for cver: And often a 
ſignal Courſe of Bleſſings fol- 
lows them 1n their whole Lives: 
Bur if at other times Calamities 
fell on them,theſe were ſo much 
mitigated by the Patience they 
were taught, and the inward 
Afſiſtances, with which they 
were furniſhed, that even thoſe 
Crofles were converted to Bleſ- 
ſings. 

I defired he would lay all 
theſe things together, and ſee 
what he could cxcept to them, * 
to make him think this was a' * 
Contrivance, Intereſt appears * 
in all Humane Contrivances : 
Our Saviour plainly had none ; 


He avoided Applauſe, with- | i i: 


Poverty and Reproach, and 
much Contradictionin his Life; 
and to.a moſt 1gnominious and 
painful Death. His Apoſtles had 
none neither, They did not pre- 
tend either to Power or Wealth; 
But dehvered a Doctrine that 
muſt needs condemn them, if 
mn they cycr made ſuch uſe of it: 
- They declared their Commuſlt- 
on fully without reſerves till 0- 
ther times: They Recorded their 
own Weakneſs: Some of them 
wrought with thar own hands; 
and when they received the 
Charities of their Converts, it 
was not ſo much to ſupply 
their own Neccſlitics, as. to 
diſtribute to others : They knew 
they were to ſuffer much for 
giving their Teſtimonies, to 
what they had ſeen and heard: 
In which fo many ina thing fo 
Ts ] viſible; 


vitble, as Chriſt's Reſurrecti on 
and Aſcenſion, and the Effuſion 
of the Holy Ghoſt which He 
had promiſed, could not be 
deccived : And they gave.ſuc 
publick Confirmations of it, by 
the Wonders they chemſclyes 
wrought, that great multitudes 
WCre C D2nverted to a Doctrine, 
which, beſides the oppoſition 
t gavyeto Luſt and Paſſion, was 
born down and Perſecuted for 
3oo years: and yet 1ts force was 
Fo ch, that it not only weathered 
-out all thoſe Storms, but even 
grew and ſpred vaſtly under 
them. Pliny about threeſcore 
ycars after, Any their Num 
bers great and their Lives Inno- 
cent: and even Lucian amialt 


all his Raillery, 
Teſtimony to 


* and$ Deathof John E, of | ocheſter, 9g 


ZN other Ver tues of the C briſtians ; 
". which is likewiſe more than 
"Il once dane by Malice it ſelf, 7u- 
Ol fzan the Apoſtate. 
i If a manwill lay all this in 
il: one Ballance, and compare with 
. jr the tew Exceptions brought to 
i jt, he will ſoon find how ſtrong 
: che one, and how flight the q- 
m1 cher arc. Therefore 1t was an 
tm unproper way,to begin at ſome 
Cavils about ſome Paſlages in 
nm the New Teſtament, or the 01d, 
IO and from thence to prepoſleſs 
Ls | One's 's Mind againſt the WHO: 


- \ Ul i, Fg b K-lhPa: 2 2 view to 
ink -: deſcend to more particular En- 
» 3 Quiries: whereas they ſuffered 
«134 a1 ; ir, M nds to be foreſta led 


To-the greateſt part of this 
he ſeemed to aſſent, only he 
excepted to the belict of Myſte- 
rics in .the Chriſtian Religion, + 
which he thought. no man 


could do, ſince it 1s not'1n a | |, 
mans power to believe that | |... 


which he cannot comprehend: | 
and of which He can have no | 


Notion. The believing Myſtes | |,.;. 
ries, he ſaid, made way for all ] |;,;. 


the Juglings of Prietfs, for they | 
getting the People under them | 


. — Md 


in that point, ſet out to them | |;',. 


what they pleaſed ; and giving | 
It a hard Nam C, and Cal ll in ; 
a Myſtery, The people were” 
tamed, and cafily believed it, 
The reſtraining a Man from the 


uſe of Women, Except one in | | 


nying the remedy of Diyorc 
he thought unreaſonable Imp@ 


er Rr pr my” 
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ſitions on the Freedom of Man- 


kind: And the buſineſs of the 
Clergy, and their Maintenance, 
with the belief of fome Autho- 
rity and Power conveyed in 
their Orders, lookt, as he 
thought; like a piece of Con- 
trivance : And why, ſaid he, 
muſt a man tell me, -I cannot 
be faycd, unleſs I believe things 


bk n againſt my Reaſon, and then 


that I mult pay him for telling 
me of them ? Theſe were all the 
Exceptions which at any time 
I heard from him to Chrifti- 
anity. . To which I made theſe 
Anſwers. 
For Myſteries 1t 1s plain there 


id 1811 evcry thing ſomewhat that 


1s unaccountable. How Ani- 
mals or . Men are formed in 
their Mother bellics, how Seeds 
' grow. .in the Earth, how the 
Wh ks, H 3 Soul 


Soul dwells in the Body , 
acts and moyes it ; How we | 
rain the Figures of f 
words or things in our Maud 
rics, and how W rnen 
out ſo cafily and orderly in out 
houghts or Diſcourſes; How 
Sight and Hearing were fo 
quick. and diſtinct, how We 
move, and how Bodies wete | 
cothpounded and united; Theſe | 
things if we follow them 4 into 


all the Difficulties, that we may _ 
raiſc about them, will appear 
every whit asunaccountable ag 
any Myſtery of Religion: Anda | 
blind Or deaf man ward Jut Fe 


NA = ne So that Children 
cannot fathome the Learning, 
nor weak perſons the Counſels 
of more illuminated Minds : 
Therefore it was no wonder if 
wecould not underſtand theDi- 
VINE fence: We cannot 1ma- 
gine how two ſuch diftercnt 
Natures as a Soul and a Body 
ould fo unite together, and 
be mutually affected with one 
anothers Concerns, and how — 
the Soul has one Principle of 
Naakon Hyg” WICH. It acts Inccl- 


ples ſo + Vaal ring ck: In 
their Nature and Operation, 
and yet umted in one and the 
{lame There nught be 
as many hard —_ ents 
brou $a againſt the poſlibility 

5g; [| "RW of 


of theſe things vhjchs yet every 


one knows to be true, from _ 
Speculative Notions, as againſt 
the Myſteries mentioned in the 
Scriptures. As that of , the 
Trinity , That in one Eſſence 
there are three different Prin- 
ciples of Operation, which, tor 
want of terms fit to expreſs 
them by,We call Perſons,and arc 
called 1n Scripture 7he Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt, and that the 
Second of ' dk did unite Him- 
{clf in a moſt intimate manner 
with the Humane Nature of 
Jeſus Chriſt : And that the Sut- 
terings he underwent, were ac- . | 
cepted of God as a Sacrifice for 
our Sins; Who thereupon con- 
ferred on Him a Power of 
granting Eternal Lite to all that 
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His 


_—_— ARTS = whic I Vn 
He offers It; : Anc _ 


'' © once > "oxi; Which:1 dey be 
* asjuſtly called the Bodies we 
laid down at our Deaths, as 
theſe can be ſaid to be the. Bo- 
dies which We formerly lived 
in,being refined and made more 
ſpiricual, ſhall be reunited to 
our Souls, and become a fit In- 
 ftrament for them in a more 
pertcct Eſtate: And that God 
inwardly bends and moves our 
Wills, by ſuch Impreſſions, as 
he can make on our Bodies pr 
Minds. 

Theſe , which are the chief 
Myſteries of our Religion, are 
neither ſo unreaſonable, that 
any other Objection hes againſ 
them, but this, that they agree 

il not | with our Common Nott 4 


SIRE 


LP 
VI 


And new 
ad ed, which hay rather Ier- 


4 


be aſlis er' 1n ot 1c ; 9 aling | 8, 
which are believed really to be, 
although the manner of them 
cannot be apprehended : So 
this ought not to be any juſt 
Objection to the ſubiniſtion of 
our Reaſon to what we cannot 
ſo well conceive, proyided our 
be ief of 1t be well grounded. 
[here have been too many 
Nicaitics brought indeed, ra- 
o darken then explain 
: The have bcendetend- 


w by weak Arguments, and 
illuſtrated by IIS not al- 
way ertincnt. 


ſo very apt and 


s 
(aubtilties have been 


|f Want 
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Wr ch the S Jobk-mey have 
wonderfully advanced of late 
times. But” if Myſterics were 
received, rather in the ſimpli- 
city in which they are deliyered 
in the Scriptures, than accor- 
ding to the deſcantings of fan- 
ciful men upon them, they 
would not appear much more 
incredible, than ſome of the 
common Objects of ſenſe and 
preceprion. And it 15a needleſs 
fear, that if fome Myſteries arc 
acknowledged, which arc plain- 
ly i entioned 1 in the New Te be 


1a pleaure For tl Is 


Io 


fore in an Object. ra bu 
duly to our Senſes, ſuch as 
Bread and Wine, We ſhould be 
bound to belicye againſt their 
Teſtimony, that it is not what 
our Senſes perceive 1t to 'be, 
but the whole Fleſh and Blood 
of Chriſt ; an entire Body being 
In cyery Crumb and Drop of 
it. It 1s not indeed in a mans 
Dower to belive thus againſt 
bs Senſe and Reaſon, where the 
Objett is proportioned to 
them, and fitly applied, and the 
Organs are under no indiſpoti- 
on ordifſprder. It is certain that 
no Myſtery 1s to be admitted, 
but upon very clear and ex- 
preſs Authorities from Scrip- 
ture, which could not reaſon- 
.nably be underſtood in any 
"hes | 5 ſenſe. 200 id though a 
nar - cannot fro an explicite 

Notion 


ati Death of John E, of Rocheſter. tog 


Notion of a Myſtery, for then 
it would be no longer a Myſte- 
ry, Yet-in general he may be- 
lieve a thing to be, though he 
cannot give himſelf a particu- 
lar account of the way of 1t: 
or rather though he cannot 
Anſwer ſome Objections which 
\n Je againſt it, We know We 
wh believe many ſuchin Humane 


f 


matters, which are more with- 


& / : 
: 


/; Inourreach: and it 1s very un- 
dh — reaſonable to ſay, We may not 
hai do it in Divine things, which 
4 are much more aboye our Ap- 
nit Prehenſions. 
Ys | For the ſevere Reſtraint of 
the uſe of Women, 1t 1s hard 
.;, to deny that Priviledge to Jeſus. 
. Chriſtas a Law-Giver, to lay 
ſuch Reſtraints, as all inferiour 
cgitlators do ; who when they 
ind the Liberties their Sub- 


jects take, prove hurtful to 
them, fer ſuch Limits, and 
make ſuch Regulations, as they 
judge neceſſary and expedient. 
It cannot be ſaid but the Re- 
{traine of Appetite 1s neceſlary in 
ſome Inſtances : and if 1t is ne- 
ceſſary mn theſe, perhaps other 
Reſtraints arc no [els neceflary, 
to fortifie-and ſecure them. For 
if it be acknowledged that Men 
ave a property in their Wives 
and Daughters, ſo that to defile 
the one, or corrupt the other, 
is an unjuſt and injurious thing 3 
It 1s certain, that except a man 
carefully governs his Appetite, 
he will break through theſe 
_— ants : ; and:  Ficeotoue our 


andDeathof John E, of Rocheſter; 7 5 p 


a Confinement, might very 
reaſonably enjoyn it. And in 
all ſuch Caſes We are to bal- 
lance the Inconvemiences on 
both hands, and where We 
find they are heavieſt, We are 
to acknowledge the Equity of 
the Law. On the one hand 
there 18 no prejudice, but the 
reſtraint of Appetite ; On the 
other, arc the nuſchiefs of be- 
ing given up to pleaſure, of 
running inordinately into 1it, 
of breaking the quiet of our 
own Family at home, and of 
others abroad ; the ingaging 
into much Paſſion, the doing 
many falſe and 1impious things 
to compals what 1s defired, the 
Walſt of mens Eſtates, time, and 
health. Now let any man 
judge, Whether che prejudices 
s {1de, are not greater 


than that fig le one. i he . 
ther fide, of 0 demed ſome 
pleaſure ? For Polygamy, 1t 18 but 
reaſonable, ſince Women are | 
equally concern'd in the Laws 
of Marriage, that they ſhould 
be conſidered as well as Men : 
But in a State of Polygamy they 


are . under great nuſery and | | 
jcalouſic, and arc indeed bar- Þ \iln 


barouſly ufed. Man being 
alſo of a ſociable Nature, 


Freindſhip and Converſe were | i; 


among the Prinutive Intend- 


ments of Marriage, in which as Þ kai; 
far as the Man may excel the } ji. 


Wife ift greatneſs of Mind, and 
height of Knowledge, the Wife 
2% i makes that up with 


her Aﬀection and tender Care: «7 | RM 


preate tic joys «of fe 

ll this gi gone. a ſtate of 

/ygamy, which occaſions pers 

ual -Jarrings ' and Jealou- 

ies. Andthe Varicty docs but 
ngage men to a freer Range 

of pleaſure, which isnot to be 

/ putinthe Ballance with the far 
ky greater Miſchiefs that muſt 
kl: follow the other courſe. So 
0% - that 1t 1s plain, Our Sayiour 
az conſidered the Nature of Man, 
(ci what .1t could bear, and what 
tc Was s fic for 1t, when he ſo 1 re 


ſons in xs lars: — $ 
Natmay r1 ic between them Tc 
it were in their power to Gs f 
ons iron another. For wher' 


das 


ft 


L1H 


ot Savi jour wr oga us ry ek 
Rewards. It is but reaſonable 
He havea Priviledge of loading 
theſe Promiſes with ſach Con- 
ditions, as are not in themſelves 


;& my ul C our natural Incl ina- 


"TR is he chr We arc ſure 
ficule, Dut are 
Ni + 1 HiaT' to] dh 1 itn, That ewe cha 


- God CAGE to us RG 
| ed b man Miracles : 


in the uct and peace which 
follows a good Conſcience 
and 1n the Reſurre 

im from the dead, 


miſes are made. 

onable that we 

s o our Duty , 2 i 
pes of that eternal Life, which 
od who cannot lie, hath prom 


ed. The. 


ſom e Trades or Or 
- and''A hits "rin g us 
often under as great ſtraights. 
So that it ought to be no juſt 
prejudice, that there are ſome 
Things in Religion that arc un- 
eafic, ſince this is rather the 
| Fe&t of our corrupt Natures, 
which are further z teIve d by 
;, -Vitious habits, and can hardly 
turn to any new courſe of life, 
without ſome pain, than of the 
Dictares'of Chriſtianity, which 
are in} themſelves juſt and rea- 
fonable; and will beeafic to us 
when renew'd, and in a good 
meaſure reſtor'd to our Primi- 
vec Integrity. 
:As for the Exceptions he 
wk o the Maintenance : of the 


ich th 


ſtretched 


hem for 
ſuitable 


the tin 
flary 


Y 


bac 


<% 


nd as: m'the Order of t 
rid, it was neccſlary 


y, with the ſervile 

7 took to attain to 

nezand the Animoſi- 

s 'among thoſe of ſeveral 

ics; abour trifles, made him 

1.think they ſuſpected the 

ings were not true, which in 

heir Sermons .and Diſcourſes 

x 4 ſo earneſt] 

nended. Of this he 

iered many Inſtances; I knew 

ſor C | of them were ermer en 


IVES, their readineſs to forgive 
| lieve rhe: Pa Ir, 


and Z 


that "ap c INC 
had of , a0 al = ; 0h 
they may through the bleſſing 
- God be not altogether inet 
hs 

The iſſue of all our Dif- 
courſes was this, He told me, 
He faw Vice and Impiety were 
as contrary to Humane Soccic- 
ty, as wild Beaſts let looſe would 
be; and therefore he firml; 
reſolved to change the whole 
mcthod of his Life: to become 
ſtrictly juſt and true,to be Chaſt 
and Temperate , to. forbear 
Swearing and Irreligious Dif- 
courſe, to Worſhip. and Pra 
to his Maker : And 4 thou th 
he was not arrived at a full 
perſwaſion of Chriſtianity, he 
would never employ his Wit 
More to run it dawn, or $0 cor- 


would ſo d n {ec throng gf 
gh it.that do feed 


hat ome weak- ſighted 

M ins who have not capacity 

han "the Su dfdees of things : : 
o they flick in _ Fo) 


t chivach if 
cd rom thoſe 


eginning of 
n ot : been long : 


& 
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No 
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Booth 


that he co 


ell, 
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Body he ſuffered extream pain, 
for ſome Weeks, Yet the Ago- 
nies of hs Mind ſometimes 
ſwallowed up the ſenſe of what 
he tele in his Body. He told 
me, and gave 1t me 1n charge, 
to tell it ro one for whom he 
was much concern'd , that 


hs ach Hh like Yet al the 
Pleafurcs he had ever known in 


« Sin, were not worth that torture 


he had felt in his. Mind:He conf1- 
 dered he'thad not only neglected 
and diſhonourcd, but had open- 
ly defied his Maker, and had 
kexvh many others into the 
hke Impieties : So that he look- 


\ cd on himſelf as one that was 


in great danger of being 
damn'd. He then ſct himſelf 
wholly to turn D God unfeign- 
edly , and co do all that was 


K pothibt 


$i olſen in alt _— des 
of his life which was before 


him, to redeem thoſe great 
portions of 1t, that he had for- 
 merly fo i} employed. The 
Miniſter that attended con- 
"ſtantly on tum, was that good 
and worthy Man Mr. Parſons, 
his Mothers Chaplain,who latl 


ſince his Death Preached, ac- Þ |); 


cording to the dirc<tions he 
received from him, his Funeral 
Sermon : 1n which there are fo 


jnany remarkable Paſſages, that | 


I ſhall refer my Reader to them, 
and will repeat none of them 
here, that I may not thereb 
leflen his defire to edific himſelf 
by that exccllent Diſcourſe , 
which has given ſo great and 
ſo general a ſatisfaction to all 
good and judicious Readers. 1 


ll Tornk curſorily of every | .. 


thing, | | 


PE I EE Br io eos eee ooo EE En RE SI 


Pn ang OT I SOS, 
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thing | but that which I had 


V1 | C 
" immediately from himſelt : He 
Ok; 

& Was viſited every Week of his 
'\ Sickneſs by his Dioceſan, that 


+. truly Prinutive Prelate,the Lord 
Ml ſhop of Oxford; who though 
he lived {1x miles from him, yet 
looked on thus as ſo 1mportant 
cc of his Paſtoral Care; 
that he went oftento lum ; and 
196 rreared him with char decene 
1 plainefs and freedom which 15 
vt fo narural to lim; and took 
% care alſo thar he might not on 
v1 terns more caſ(1e chan ſafe, be 
1 (l ar peace with himſelf. Dr. Mar- 
ud ſbal the Learned and Worthy 
In Refor of Lincoln-Colledge 1n 
{i Oxford, being the Minitter of 
i! the Pariſh, was alſo trequently 
1. with him: and by theſe helps 
1 he wasſo directed and ſupport- 
i; ed, that he might not on the 
! WR K 2 Ong 


Os We 


PS NN 


too ſuperficial a Repentance , | py 


nor on the other hand be out 
of meaſure oppreſied with a 
Sorrow without hope. As ſoon 


as I heard he was 11], bur yet in | | 


ſuch a condition that I might | 
- write to Ium, I wrote a Letter 


to the beſt purpoſe I could. | 


He ordered one that was then | 
with him, to aſſure me it was | 


very welcome to him: but not | [W. 
fatished with that, he ſent me | | 

an Anſwer, which, as the Coun- | Us! 
rels of Rocheſter Iis Mother | \ ,, 


rold me,he dictated every word, | 


and then ſigned it. I was once | * 
unwilling to have publiſh'd it, | i}, 
becauſe of a Complement nt | 


to my felt, far above my me- 


rit, and not very well ſuiting | |” 


with his Condition. 


But the ſenſe he expre 
- of the Changethen wrought on 
© himhathupon ſecond thoughts 
. prevailfd with me to publiſh ar, 
_ Jeaving out what COncerns my 
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"LVL cayſo equally together 

li, that I ſhall write Tou a Let- 

nz! ter as weak as I am in perſon. 
' begin to value Church-mer 
above all men in the V 


to ſpare me longer in this lh 
World, T hope in your (on- | 
Ve) ſation to be exalted to that || 
degree of Piety, that the | 
World may Þe "hav mul Ws 
1 abhor what I ſo long | |" 
lowed, and bow much I glory | 
in Re pentance, and 11 Gods | 
Service. Below your Pray- | 
ers npon me, that (7 rod would | 
are me C if i it be bis good | 
Vill_) to ſhew a true Repen- | 
ance aud Amendment of life | 
for the time to come: Or elſe | - 
if the Lord pleaſeth to put an 
end io my worldly being now, | 
that Fle would mercifully ac- | 
cept of my Death-Bed Re- | 
pentance , and perforgs mM be 


+a 


> would receive 
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He and me wW he -N I YAW 1 in 1 , v j 
That he hoped I would come to | [i 
him upon that general Inſinua- 
tion of the defire he had of my 
Company ; and he was loth to 
write more plainly : not knows 
ing whether 1 could cafily | 
ſpare ſo much time. I told Þ \n 
Inm, That on the other hand, I Þ (il 
looked on it as a preſumption to | | 
come fo far,when he was in ſuch |} 
excellent hands; and though Þ} |ixr 
perhaps the | oedema formerly un, 
>eeween us, might have excuſed | Tt 
It with thoſe to whom it was | hi 
known; yet it might have the | tk; 
q appearance of ſo much 1 Vanity, | | 
WM to ſuch as were ſtrangers to it z 
Wo. - So that till I received his Letter, : 
© [ cid not.think it convenient to ! 
f come to him: And then not | 
b hearing that there was any 
anger of aſudden change , I 


dclayc d = 
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We. day go of Jul. Ar my 
coming to his Houſe an acct 
dent fell-out not worth men- 

ng, but that ſome have 
made a ftory of it. His Ser- 
vant,being a French-man, carried 
up my name wrong, ſo that he 
miſtook 1t for another, who 
had ſentto Im, that he would 
undertake his Cure, and he be- 
ing reſolved not to meddle with 
him, did not care to fee him : 
This miſtake laſted ſome hours, 
with which I was the better con- 
rented, becauſe he was not then 
in ſuch a condition, that my 
being about him could have 
becn of any uſe to him : for that 
Night was like to have been his. 
laſt, He hada Conmulſion-Fit, 
and rayed ; bur Opiates being 
SIVCN him. , after ſome hours 
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© reſt, his raving left hin 


3 arcly,that it neyer again return- 


.. Call on God, and on Jus Cruci- 
ts [ _*. . fied Saviour: Sothar he hoped 
1 cannot eafily expreſs the. F i ax: BE ſhould obrain Mercy, for 
Tranſport he was in Ly AE "ie of 6 he believed he had ſincerely 
A awoke and faw me by him : TY " lyk repented ; and had now a calm 
{ brake out in the tendereſt F ww Jin 1 2 his Mind after that ſtorm 
preſſions cocerning my; - i iy: that he had been 1n for ſome 
neſs in coming {o far (- hee | , FOR Weeks. He had ſtrong A p- 

S 10 1arto fee ſuch | ok prehenfions and Perſwaſtons of 


a Une, uſing teri Ce. 8 |: oc 0 | op 
8 (erms''of grear 'F (is Ut his admittance to Heayen: of 


abhorrence concernins hi;2cac | Ting hat | 
which 1 "i lngan, himſelf, W 5M which he ſpake once not with- 
aL tO Iclate. He Ol 'Kll, out ſome extraordinary Emoti- 


ts ſtr ength ſerved C1 wks on. It was indeed the onl y 
is, for he | in «lr; time that he ſpake with any 
BY rm great warmth to me: For his 

Spirits were then low, and fo 

far ſpent”, that though thoſe 

pz about him told me, He had cx- 
6 ofend! profſeg formerly great fervor 
| Redeemer: Whar 14. war:  2n his Devotions; - Yet Nature 
be - "4 q On . _ yu r dþ he | was {0  mmuCc h ſunk . that theſe 
much his Ming Jy. na -noW-4 4 li Were 1n a great meaſure fallen 
"9 as turned tO in. rney )f4. But he made me pray 
”, 777 I -oftei- 
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once, what ſenſe he had cf hi 
2 paſt life; what ſad + pprehen- 
3 f10n for havin g ſo offended his. 
. Maker, and diſhonoured his 
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often with him ; and ſpoke © 
11s Converſion to God as a 
thing now grown up in him to 
a ſetled and calm ſerenity. He 
was Vcry anxious to know my 
punion of a Death-Bed Re- 
pentance. I told him, That 
before I gave any Reſolution 1n 
that, 1t would be convement 
that I ſhould be acquaintec 
more particularly with the Cir- 

Togreſs of his 


cumſtances and 
Repentance. 
Upon this he fatisfhed me in 
many particulars. He ſaid, He 
was now perſwaded both of 
the truth of Chriſtianity, and 
of the power of inward Grace, 
of which he gave me thus 
range account. He faid, 
r. Parſons 1n order to his 


nviction ; read to him the 
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Pro and: compared that with 
the Hiſtory of our Saviour's 
Paſſion, that he might there ſee 
a Propheſie concerning it, writ- 
ren many Ages before it ms 
done; which the Fews that 
blaſphemed Jeſus Chriſt {till 

kept in their hands, as a Book ' 
divincly inſpired. He ſaid to 
me, That as he heard it read, he 
felt an inward force upon him, 
which did ſo enlighten his Mind, 
and convince him, that he could 
reſiſt it no longer: For the words 
had an authority which did ſhoot 
like Rates or Beams in his Mind ; 
So that he was not only convinced 
by the Reaſonings he had about 
it, which ſatisfied his Underſtand- 
ing, but by a power which did ſo 
effeftually conftrain him, that he 
did ever after as firmly believe in 
his Savior, as if he had Jen . 
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it be read ſo often to him, that 


he had got it by heart: and 


went through a great part of it 
in Diſcourſe with me, with a 
ſort of heavenly Pleafure,giving 
me [is Reflections on it. Some 
few I remember, Who hath be- 
lieved our Report £ Here, he ſaid, 
was foretold the Oppoſition the 
Goſpel was to meet with from ſuch 
IWretches as he Was. He hath Ho 
Form nor Comlineſs, and when we 


 Jhall ſee Him, there is no beauty 


that we ſhould defire him, On 


this he ſaid, 7he meaneſs of his 
appearance and Perſon has made 


vain and fooliſh people diſparage 
Him, becauſe he came not in ſuch 
a Fools-Coat as they delight in. 
What he ſaid on the other parts 
I do not well remember : and 
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what he ſaid then to me; that 
the general tranſport I was un- 
der during the whole Diſcourſe, 
made me leſs capable to re- 
member theſe Particulars, as I 
wilh I had done. 
He told me, That he had 
thereupon received the Sacra- 
ment with great farisfaction , 
and that was encreaſed by the 
pleaſure he had in his Ladies 
receiving it with tim: who 
had been for ſome years miſled 
in the Commumon of: the 
Church of Rome, and he him- 
ſelf had been not a little In- 
{trumental in procuring 1t, as 
he freely acknowledged. So 
that ic was one of the joyfulleſt 
things that befel him in his 
Sickneſs, that he had ſeen chat 
Miſchief removed, 1in' which 
he had ſo great a Hand: and 
during 


expreſſed ſo. | 
and true kindneſs to his 
that as 1t eaſily. deface 
membrance of every thing 
wherein he had been in faule 
formerly, ſo it drew from her 
the moſt poſſhonate care and | 
concern for him that was pof- _ 
fible: which indeed deſerves a + 
igher Character than is decent | 
o give of a Perfon yet alive. - 
But I ſhall confine my Diſcourſe 
o the Dead. . | 
He told mc, He had over- 
come all his Refſentments to all 
the World ; So that he bore 1] 
ill co no Perſon, nor hat 
any upon perſonal accounts, 
He had given a true ſtate of his 
ebts, and had ordered to pa 


them all, as f 
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, and Wi with fc 0 Sas 
a Worm thar thoſe who are nor 
| by it, will perhaps 
conſider nothing that I can fay. 
If our Libertines will become 
ſo far ſober as to examine their 
ormer Courſe of Lite , with 
nat diſingagement and impar- 
tiality , which they muſt ac- 
knowledge a wiſe man ought 
to uſe in things of greateſt 
Conſequence, and ballance the 
Account of what they have got 
by their Debaucheries, with the 
Uſchiefs rhey have - brought 
hemſelves and others by 
them, they will ſoon ſee what 
a mad Bargain they have made. 
Some Diverſion, Mirth, and 
Pleaſure 1s all they can promiſe 
themſelyes ; but to obtain Ot 
10W many. Ev ils. are x Pla 
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recipitated their Ag 
arſuit of thoſe thing 
icy bring old 
hemſelves, ſo it b 
rable ſtate of life to the greats 
{t part of them ; Govts, Stran- 
ries,and other Infirmities, bc» 
ſevere Reckonines for their 
: Not to mentia1 


more loathſome Diſcaſes, 


d troubleſome Cures, which 
y muſt often go through, 
10 deliver themſelves up 
bidden Pleaſures. Man 
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>.true, and they nave no 
hame left that will deny th: 
It by { alſo probable it may be 

and if ſo, then what ma 
Men are they who run ſo great 
a hazard for. nothing ? EF 
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all not be in any capacity 
eflecting on their paſt Liyes, 
The inward Converſion of our 
Minds 1s not ſo in our power, 
that it can be effected w 
D vine Grace 


pect ti 
manner at their 


12Qer Diſcaſe ; in 


fl a® Werirance pros al 
kept up meerly by Terror, and 
nor f ny ingenuous Prin- 
ciple. In which, though I wil 
not take on me to [nie the 
Mercics of God , which are 
boundleſs ; De 
confeiſed, thatto de ay Repen- 
tance, with ſuch a deſign, 15go 
put the greateſt Concernment 
we have uponthe'r 
deſperate Iflue tl 


ol ole. | 
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Dr. Burnet's Hiſtory of the Reformation of the 
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Mr. John Feniſor?s Additional Narrative about 
the Plot. 


Cole's Latin and Engliſh Ditiomry with large 
Additions, 1679. 
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